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elegant specimen of the progress this 
town is' making towards perfection in 
an art to which human knowledge 
stands so much indebted. 

1 am, Sir, wishing success to every 
Literary undertaking, especially with- 
in the precincts of our own Province, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Sept. 28, 1808. A FARMER. 

In addition to the preceding remarks 
of this Correspondent, the Monthly 
Magazine inserts the following Preface, 
which appears in the first Fasciculus of 
the Society alluded to. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Belfast Literary Society was for- 
med in the year \Wi....The objects of 
the original members were , mutuul com- 
munications on literary subjects, and 
the investigation of the Antiquities, 
political economy, and history, iwtural 
and civil, of the county of Antrim. If 
they have extended their plan beyond 
tltese limits, it is not j'rom an ambition 
to rival societies established in more fa- 
vourable situations, and supplied "with 
more abundant means of information ; 
but with a hope of contributing in some 
degree to the general stock of literature 
una science ; fostering tine rising taste 
of their native province, and throwing 
additional light on a district, that has 
of late attracted the curiosity of philoso- 
phers, and with respect to which, they 
enjoy so many local advantages. ...With 
the same views they now present the pub- 
lic with a selection from their papers.... 
Such memoirs, as may not be distinguish- 
ed by taste or learning, zvitl, it is Imped 
be received with pleasure by the public, 
and indulgence by the learned, if they 
tend to promote the improvement of their 
own vicinity, and disseminate a know- 
ledge of their native country. 

It is intended to publish a fasciculus 
twice in every year, in the months of 
May and November. Communications 
from any quarter will, if approved by 



the committee of revision, be printed 
with those from the members : 'but all 
the writers are to be held individually 
responsible for the accuracy of their 
style, observations, experiments and 
statements of facts. 

Their Bookseller will furnish sepa- 
rate fasciculi, receive orders for sets of 
the Society's papers, and furnish a title- 
page, prtface, and table of contents on 
the completion of the first volume. 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 



SIR, 

YOUR correspondent who wished 
for a poetical translation of Dr. Pit- 
cairn's lines on Lord Diindas, was, I 
E resume, ignorant that they had already 
een translated by Dryden. Yet though 
they have been clothed in an English 
dress, by one whose name renders the 
attempt at competition almost presump- 
tuous, 1 would fain hope that some of 
your poetical friends may be induced 
to favour us with a new translation. 

In great attempts 'tis glorious even 
to fail: though such an effort could 
scarcely be successful, it would be the 
surest means of improvement. As 
the English verses are not generally 
known, 1 annex them for the gratifi- 
cation of your readers. 

" Olt ! last and best of Scots, who didst 

maintain 
Thy country's freedom from a foreign 

reign ; 
New people fill the land, now thou art 

gone, 
New gods the temples, and new kings the 

throne j 
Scotland and thou didst in each other live, 
Nor wouldst thou lier, nor could she thee 

survive. 
Farewell who dying didst support the 

state, 
And couldst not fall but with thy country'* 

fate. 
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HISTORY. 

The History of the Antient Borough of 
Pontefraet, by B. JJjotUboyd, Sro. 10s. 
fcoardi. 



An Historical Survey of the Foreiga 
Affairs of Great Britain, by O. F. Leckie, 
6s, 

Herodoti Halirarnassei Flistoriarum, Lib. 
o 2 vols. 8vo. 18s. boards. 
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BIOCRAPHY. 

Memoirs of the Lite of David Oarrick, 
by Thos. Davies, a new edit. 2 vols. 8vo. 
lis. boards. 

Lives of Antieut Philosophers, translat- 
ed from the French, of Fenelon by Rov.I. 
Cormiok,2d ed' f 2 vols. Svo. 1'2s. hoards. 

Memoirs of the Life of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Carter, by Pev. M. Pennington, 2d edit, 
2 vols. 8vo. 18'. boards. 

The Life or George Morland, by G. 
Dawe, 12s. hoards. 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 

A Picture of Madrid, translated from 
the German of Augustus Von Fisher, 8vo. 
6s. boards. 

LAW. 

A Practical Treatise of the Law of Ven- 
ders and Purchasers of Estates, by Rd- 
ward Burtenshaw Sudden, esq. 1 vol. royal 
8vo. 3d edit. 19s. fid. boards. 

Rules and Standing Orders of the House 
of Commons, relative to passing pri- 
vate Bills, 5s. 

The Trial of Major Campbell, for the 
Murder of Captain Boyd, 2s. fid. 

POLITICS. 

Hints to both parties; or, Observations 
on the proceedings in Parliament upon 
the Petition against the Orders in Coun- 
cil, &c. 2s. 6d. 

SCIENCE. 

Manual of Analytical Mineralogy, by 
Fred. Accum, 2d edit. 2 vols. 12ino. 14s. 
boards. 

BOTANY. 

The British Flora ; or, a systematic 
arrangement of British plants, 2d edit, 
vol. 1 st. Svo 3s. boards. 

Fuci ; or coloured figures and descrip- 
tions of the plants referred by botanists 
to the Genus Fuci, by Dawson Turner, 
rol. 1st. royal -Ho. 41. 13s. boards. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The Farmer's Daily Journal, and Com- 
plete Assistant; by a Practical Farmer, 
8s. boards. 

MEDICINE. 

A Treatise on, the operation of Lithoto- 
my, by Robert Allan, folio, 11. lis. fid. 

POETRY. 

Partenopcx de Blois, a Romance in 4 
cantos, by Wm. Stewart Rose, 4to. 21. 2s. 
boards. 

The Pot Man's Sabbath, with other 
Poems, by John Strutters, 3d edit. 8vo. 
5 s. boards. 

Poems, by the Rev. G. Crabbe, 3d 
edit. 10s. 6d. boards. 

Little Odes to Great Folks, by Pindar 
Minimus, 3s. 6d. boards. 

Fowling, a poem, in 5 books, 12mo. 6s. 
boards. 

A Collection of Songs ; moral, senti- 



mental, instructive, and amusing, by Rev. 
.las. Plumtree, 3 vols. 12mo. 11. Is. 
boards. 

Poems, by the Hon. MissTrefusis, Svo. 
12s. hoards. 

Sympathy; Landscapes in Verse; and 
other Poems, by S. J. Pratt, 10s. 6d. 
boards. 

Visions in Verse, by Dr. Cotton, a new 
edit. 12mo. 3s. 

EDUCATION. 

The School Magazine; or the Monthly 
Preceptor Revived, vol. 1. Is. 6d. 

French and Knglislf .Dialogues upon se- 
veral subjects, fm- the use of young Ladies, 
by Rev. Thos. Vivier, a new edit. 

A Circle of the Arts and Sciences, for 
the use of schools and young persons, by 
Wm. Mavor, 5s. bound. 

Institutes of Latin Grammar, by John 
Gran!, 8vo. 10s. fid. boards. 

NOVELS ANO ROMANCES. 

Leicestershire Tales, by Mary Lin- 
wood, 4vols. small Svo. one guinea boards. 

The Illusions of Youth, a Romance in 
Wales, and Common Sense in London, 
by Cordelia Cordova, 4 vols. 12mo. 18s. 
boards. 

City Nobility; or a Summer at Mar- 
gate, 3 vols. 12nio. 15s. 

The Old Irish Baronet; or the Man- 
ners of my Country, by Henrietta Rou- 
viere, 3 vols. 12mo. 15s. boards. 

Les Souvenirs de Fulieie L. par Me de 
Genlis, 2 vols. 10s. boards. 

RELIGION. 

An Illustration of the general evidences 
establishing the reality of Christ's Resur- 
rection, by G. Gilchrist, 1 vol. Svo. 7s. 
boards. 

A Critical Essay on the Ninth Book of 
Warburton's Divine Legation of Moses, 
4s. sewed. 

Christ's Supremacy, and his Church's 
Privileges Defended, by a Christian, Is. 

A Call for Union with /he Established 
Chinch, addressed to English Protestants, 
by G. J. Huntingford, 2d edit. 5s. hoards. 

A new argument for the existence of 
God, Svo. 3s. boards. 

Illustrations of the four gospels. By J. 
Jones, 1vol. 8vo. 15s. boards. 

A Dissertation on the Prophecies ; by 
the Rev. G. S. Faoer, 3d edition, 2 vols. 
8vo. 18s. boards. 

A Sermon against Witchcraft, by the 
Rev. Isaac Nicholson, Is. 6d. sewed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Le Beau Monde; or Literary and 
Fashionable Magazine, No. 26, 2s. 6d. 

The Dramatic Appellant; or remarks 
on several Dramatic Pieces, No. 2, demy- 
Svo. 5s. 

Joseph in Jeopardy, in the last scene 
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of the Pantomine Royal, at Madrid, Is. 

Asiatic Researches, vol. 9th, 4to. 11. 
lis. bd. 

The Annual Review, and History of 
Literature, by A. Aikin, vol. 6th, one 
guinea, boards. 

Old Nick's Pocket Book; or hints for 
"A Righte Pedantique and mauglinge 
publication to be called, " My Pocket 
Book." 

Tableau An l'Espagne Moderne j Par 
I. Fr. Bourgoing, 3 vol. 8vo. 21. 12s. 6. 

Remarks on the present state of the 
Lunatic Asylums in Ireland; by Andrew 
Halliday, M. D. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Vortigern and Roirina; or Character- 
istic Sketches of Persons of Distinction, 
part the fourth and last, 5s. 

The Review of Publications of Art, 
No. 3. 2s. fid. 



Satirist; or Manthlv Meteor, No. 12, 
2s. 6d. 

Antijacobin Review and Magazine, for 
August, No. 122. 

The British Cicero ; or a Selection of 
the most admired Speeches in the finsrlisli 
Language, by Thos. Browne, 3 vols. Svo. 
11. 11 s. 6d. hoards. 

The Librarian, No. 3, by James Sa- 
vage, Is. 

the fifth Report of the Committee of 
the Patriotic Fund, 4s boards. 

Agriculture the .Source of Wealth to 
Great Britain % by Win. Spence, second 
edition, 3s. 6d. boards. 

La tlelle Assembles, No. 35, 2s. fid. 

Selection of Papers of the Belfast Li- 
terary Society. Fasciculus 1st, 4t» 
2s. 2d. sewed. 



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



THE detail of important events, 
of battles imperfectly known, 
and of a convention, without parallel, 
of dreadful preparation for the sangui- 
nary scenes of war, of the convulsions 
of despotism, but little of the calm pro- 
gress of human happiness, nowrequires 
our attention, and the patience of our 
readers. We again trouble them to 
bear in mind, that we write for public 
good, and will not shrink, in that sacred 
cause, from the lidelity and boldness 
befitting it. The situation of the Eng- 
lish and French armies in Portugal, in 
the early part of last August, we noticed 
to be highly interesting. The reputa- 
tion of the French Commander, and 
the ardour and discipline of his troops, 
promised enterprize and decision. The 
English army, commanded by an offi- 
cer of high military name, and them- 
selves eager to cope with the conque- 
rors of the Continent, were determined 
to secure the first grand advantage on 
the Continent which opportunity pre- 
sented to them. Junot marched from 
Lisbon to meet them, and, in the pre- 
sumptuous confidence of victory, bade 
his men drive the English into the sea. 
A trilling affair near Brilos, which 
ended by General Spencer, with his 
usual prudence, extricating the Eng- 
lish riflemen, who had advanced too 
far, was the prelude to Sir Arthur Wel- 
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lesley's attack on the 17th of August. 
The enemy occupied a strong position, 
with about 6000 men. Great gallantry 
was shown on both sides, and the French 
appear to have manifested singular mi- 
litary skill un manoeuvring, as well as 
impetuosity in attack. The British ar- 
my, of which only a part was engaged, 
prevailed, but the French succeeded 
in. effecting their retreat in good order. 
The want of cavalry is noticed by Sir 
Arthur Wellesley as the principal cause 
of the enemy having escaped so 
well. On the morning of the 2 1st, the 
French General attacked the English 
at Vimiera. His object was to an- 
ticipate the reinforcements from Eng- 
land, and by something very deci- 
sive, to enable himself to turn his 
arms towards Spain. The attack by 
theFrencharmy was made in two places, 
nearly at the same time. A desperate 
contest ensued. The Duke d'Abran- 
tes commanded in person, and was 
somewhat superior in cavalry and ar- 
tillery. The fate of Portugal, of Spain, 
hung upon the day. The British and 
French found themselves opposed, for 
the first time after a long interval, on 
the Continent. The former were finally 
successful, taking thirteen pieces of 
cannon, and much ammunition. A 
French General Officer was taken pri- 
soner, and another was found dead on 
v 



